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standard of workmanship. This was enforced by an elaborate
system of government control and inspection. Colbert issued
about 150 edicts dealing with different industries, which pre-
scribed in minute detail the industrial processes to be followed.
The edict on clothmaking (1669) laid down the quality of the
raw material to be used, the length and breadth of the cloths,
the number of threads to the chain, &c. cWe desire5, said the
preamble, eto remedy as much as possible the abuses committed
for several years in regard to the length, breadth, strength, and
goodness of cloths, serges, and other woollen stuffs, and to render
uniform all those of the same sort, name, and quality, in what-
ever place they are manufactured so as to increase trade within
and without the kingdom and to protect the public against
fraud.' Some of the edicts were very elaborate. The dyeing
ordinance of 1671 contained 317 articles and was 'less a code
than a dyer's manual'.1 Chaptal, Napoleon's minister, who was
also a chemist, declared it the best contemporary treatise on
the dyeing art. In preparing his edicts, Colbert availed him-
self of all the expert advice obtainable. He sent commis-
sioners round the provinces to confer with merchants and
manufacturers, and could flatter himself that his decisions were
taken after consultation with those immediately concerned.
But it was only the opinions of the better-class manufacturers
that were listened to. The opposition of the smaller men was
either ignored or overborne.

For the administration of his industrial code, Colbert relied
partly on the guilds, which by an edict of 1673 he tried to
introduce into trades and localities where they did not previ-
ously exist, partly on a special corps of inspectors which he
set up in 1669. Cloths and other regulated commodities had
to bear a stamp which was imposed by the guild officials at the
local town hall. Infractions of the law were summarily punished
by juges de manufactures, specially instituted to administer this
branch of justice. The penalties included fines, imprisonment,
and exposure in the pillory, with the confiscation of the defec-
tive goods.

1 Levasseur, Histoire des Classes Ouvrieres en France, vol. ii, p. 217.